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Higher Gas Prices Affects Public Transportation 

  
Bourbonnais, IL – Thursday June 26, 2008 

  

In mid June, the United States Department of Transportation reported a decline in  

drivers for 6 months in a row.  This trend corresponds with an increase in public   

transportation ridership.  Mary E. Peters, U.S. Secretary of Transportation, stated that 

Americans drove 1.4 billion fewer highway miles in April 2008 than in April 2007, 

with similar trends in other months.  Nationally, the dramatic increase in gas prices is 

causing an equally dramatic increase in public transportation ridership. 

  

On Thursday, June 19, 2008, River Valley Metro Mass Transit reached a milestone 

with 500,000 riders.  At this current ridership level River Valley Metro expects to serve 

about 520,000 riders this fiscal year, an all time high for a single year of service.  

“Ridership for this fiscal year has just been phenomenal”, declared Managing Director, 

Rob Hoffmann.  “The growth of River Valley Metro in the short ten years of operation 

has been extraordinary.  This year alone our ridership has increase 23% over the same 

time last year.”  The one commuter route, University Park, has had a 44% increase in 

ridership in May 2008 over the same timeframe last year. 

  

Director of Marketing, Michelle Brutlag, stated “As gas prices increase our ridership 

continues to grow „by leaps and bounds‟.  The need for public transportation in our  

district is evident.  Because of this, River Valley Metro has plans to add services and 

routes to meet the growing needs of all the communities we serve.” 

  

As it becomes increasingly important to protect our environment public transportation 

becomes more popular.  Utilizing River Valley Metro Mass Transit improves our     

environment by reducing CO2 emissions and reducing energy consumption and   

greenhouse gas emissions.  Public transportation also saves the United States the 

equivalent of 4.2 billion gallons of gasoline annually, relieving our dependence on oil 

imports.  Households that use public transportation also save an average of $6,251.00 

every year.  Log on to www.rivervalleymetro.com and follow the link on the home 

page to calculate how much you can save riding River Valley Metro. 
  

“River Valley Metro is proud to be a part of Kankakee County and contribute to the 

economic development of the region.  We are looking forward to serving the district in 

the future and are continually looking at ways to serve the district better.”, stated   

Hoffmann. 

http://www.rivervalleymetro.com

